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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a stable head touch by providing a groove extending and 
inclining toward the downstream side in the traveling direction at specified 
angle for the traveling direction of a recording medium from the near position 
of a head on a padding member. 

CONSTITUTION: On the padding member 1 the groove 3 symmetrical to the right 
and left is formed to the right and left side end parts to the traveling 
direction of a recording medium 2 from the center part of the face opposing to 
the recording medium 2 and the same center part. When the recording medium 2 
starts its traveling in the direction of an arrow mark (x), a flow is generated 
on the air layer between the recording medium 2 and padding member 1 and flows 
out to the external part of the padding member 1 via communicating parts 3b, 3c 
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from a center part 3a by flowing in the direction shown by an arrow mark (y). 
And when the flow of the air layer generated at the narrow part having no 
groove 3 is passed to the downstream side in the traveling direction of the 
arrow mar (x) by passing through the groove 3, the air layer is expanded and 
diffused abruptly to be in negative pressure, and the recording medium 2 is 
sucked to the padding member 1 at this groove 3 part. The recording medium is 
thus closely fitted to a magnetic head with stabilized head touch. 
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